
2025 SpectrumX REU+ Program
Host Site Information Sheet

What is the NSF SpectrumX 2026 REU+ Program?
U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REUs) support
hands-on, meaningful STEM research participation by students in areas of ongoing research funded by
the NSF. 

REUs are typically 10 weeks in duration and take place over the summer (late May to early August).
REU modalities can vary, including in-person, hybrid, or virtual over 8-10 weeks.

Students must be US citizens or permanent residents and are hosted at various US-based SpectrumX
member institution sites (Host Sites), i.e., colleges, facilities, industries, etc., with each Host Site hosting
between two to six students.

The NSF SpectrumX 2026 REU+ Program will provide research experiences in the following radio
spectrum-related areas: 

       - Spectrum Use Cases and Coexistence
       - Radio and Network Technologies
       - Data, Artificial Intelligence, and Machine Learning
       - Spectrum Economics and Policy
       - Science Communication and Education

Host Sites may offer interdisciplinary or multi-department REUs as long as these have a well-defined
common focus or coherent intellectual theme and treat participating students as a cohort.

Host Sites are required to provide a senior mentor for each student; a clean, safe working environment
and accommodation; orientation sessions to familiarize students with the culture of the Host Site;
professional development training opportunities; and cohort-building activities.

SpectrumX will cover expenses for each student’s return travel, accommodation, meal allowance, and
stipend at NSF REU rates.

 

SpectrumX invites US institutes of higher education, research facilities, or industries to act
as a Host Site for the 2026 SpectrumX REU+ Program, funded by the NSF.
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What is Expected of Host Sites?
Host Sites must appoint a designated Site Lead who will liaise between the leadership and administration
of their home institution, the SpectrumX Deputy Director: EWD, mentors, and students.

Each student must be allocated a senior mentor, i.e., faculty, staff, or post-doc, available to work with the
student throughout the REU. Host Sites are encouraged to allocate a near-to-peer mentor, i.e., a graduate
student or student at least two years ahead of the participating student, but this is not required.

Host Sites must provide clean, secure accommodation for students that:

      - is within walkable distance of their place of work or on a safe, reliable public transport route;
      - allows students to be housed together in the same or nearby same-sex apartment/dorm complexes, in 
        order to create a sense of cohort and allow students to travel as a cohort; and
      - must have reliable electricity, water, cooling/heating, and internet access

Host Sites that are not able to provide on-site accommodation or reliable public transport should request a
meeting with the SpectrumX Deputy Director: EWD to discuss alternate arrangements that will see these
requirements met.

Each Host Site is required to host a virtual orientation session to familiarize students with the culture of the
host institution and town/city before their arrival and help to manage their expectations of their
environment. This must be in addition to any regular orientation session planned for students on their arrival
on site.

Host Sites are encouraged to provide a welcome package on the students’ arrival on site containing
information related to logistics and the community in which students will find themselves, e.g. contact
information for key staff, information about student societies, nearest mental health resources, etc. 

Each student must be provided with building access, a desk and chair that meets minimum health and
safety standards, a reliable internet connection, a clean and safe working environment, and any necessary
site-specific health and safety training.

Host Sites must adhere to the US Department of Labor's Fair Standards Act, have a non-discrimination and
anti-harassment policy in place, and ensure mentors and students sign the institutional Code of Conduct
and other relevant institutional policies.

Host Sites should clearly communicate conflict resolution procedures to mentors and students and have
this procedure accessible in writing to mentors and students.

Each Host Site must provide students with site-specific Ethical Research Training. This is a NSF REU
requirements.

Host Sites are encouraged to host SpectrumX cohort-building activities for students of which at least one
activity should allow SpectrumX students to engage with students participating in other STEM research
experience programs on site.

Host Sites may be required to host a visit by the SpectrumX Deputy Director: EWD, if required, to confer
with Site Leads, mentors, and students.
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What is Expected of Host Site Leads?
A Host Site Lead should be a faculty or staff member of the Host Site designated to liaise between the
leadership and administration of their home institution, the SpectrumX Deputy Director: EWD, mentors,
students, and any other stakeholders, in order to coordinate the REU at their site. 

The Site Lead is the primary programmatic contact for the site and is responsible for implementing or
delegating the booking of student accommodation near or on site; securing on-site student workspace and
resources; facilitating on-time payment of student allowances and stipends; and planning and
implementing professional development or cohort-building activities. 

The Site Lead is responsible for recruiting mentors, obtaining project descriptions from mentors, checking-
in with mentors on a biweekly basis, and facilitating mentor participation in mentor pre- and post- REU
surveys.

SpectrumX will require the Site Lead to be involved in the student selection and matching process for their
site.

SpectrumX will host virtual professional development workshops for all SpectrumX REU students. The Site
Lead will be required to liaise with the SpectrumX Deputy Director: EWD to include students in such cohort
activities.

Site Leads must be available to assist with issues, concerns, and problems that may arise during the course
of the REU.

Site Leads will be required to submit a short Site Report to SpectrumX before 8/17/2025. 
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What is Expected of Mentors?
Mentors are required to support the participation and learning progression of students in STEM research,
and to provide students with professional and personal skills development and guidance.

SpectrumX will require mentors to be involved in the student selection and matching process for their site.

Mentors will be required to identify areas of professional skills development required by the student before
their REU.

Mentors are encouraged to introduce students to leadership and staff in the institution, to the extent
practicable, at the start of the REU.

Mentors should be on site for at least eight out of ten weeks if mentoring an in-person student.

Mentors must meet with students at least once a week using an agenda with one item from the previous
week.

Mentors will be required to sign a mentor-mentee agreement drafted and agreed upon by the mentor and
student.

Mentors will be required to track and verify the number of hours worked by students to ensure a max. 40-
hour work week.

Near-to-peer mentors must be supervised by a senior mentor.

Mentors are required to support students in their preparation of a research poster and presentation to be
presented/delivered at the end of the REU.

Mentors will be required to complete a pre- and post-REU evaluation survey.

Mentors are encouraged to interact with students during the rest of the academic year, to the extent
practicable, to help connect students' research experiences to their overall course of study and to help the
students achieve success in courses of study leading to a degree in a STEM field.

Mentor training and support will be provided for mentors who believe this will be beneficial to their
development and work as a mentor.
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What is the 2026 REU+ Program Budget?
The budget per student is as follows:

       - Return Travel: Max. $700 once-off
       - Housing Allowance: Max. $225 per week
       - Meals Allowance: Max. $130 per week
       - Stipend: Max. $700 per week

SpectrumX will pay travel providers directly or reimburse students directly for mileage traveled to/from
their Host Site.

Funding for student housing, meals, and stipends will be transferred from SpectrumX to the Host Site as a
subaward. 

Host Sites will be required to pay housing providers directly, while meal allowances and stipends must be
paid directly into students’ bank accounts.

Host Sites will be required to pay an advance equivalent to min. one week’s meal allowance and one week’s
stipend a minimum of one week before the start of the REU.

Host Sites not able to meet these requirements should request a meeting with the SpectrumX Deputy
Director: EWD to discuss alternate payment arrangements that will see these requirements met. 

Students can apply directly to the SpectrumX Deputy Director: EWD if in need of additional financial
support or professional development support.

ALL students will be required to apply for the SpectrumX REU Program through the Center’s REU
application process.
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Host Site Applications Open

Host Site Virtual Information Session

Host Site Applications Close

Project Descriptions Due

Host Sites Confirmed

Student Applications Open

Information Session for Students

Student Applications Close

Reviewed Applications to Host Sites and Mentors

Student Interviews

Offer Letters to Students

Student Acceptance Window

Host Site Subaward Documents Due

Mentor Training

Mentor and Student Pre-Experience Evaluation Completed

REU Calendar Finalized

Host Site Virtual Orientation Sessions

First Student Allowance and Stipend Payment Due

Research Experiences

Mentor and Student Post-Experience Evaluation Completed

Host Site Reports Due

Student Reimbursements Due 

3 October 2025

To Be Announced

14 November 2025

21 November 2025

26 November 2025

26 November 2025

5 December 2025

1 February 2026

9 February 2026

16-20 February 2026

23 February 2026

23 February - 1 March 2026

31 March 2026

Spring 2026

3 April 2026

1 May 2026

1-15 May 2026

18 May 2026

26 May - 7 August 2026

7 August 2026

17 August 2026

31 August 2026

What is the Timeline?
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