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NSF SpectrumX
● SpectrumX is the first National Science Foundation Spectrum Innovation Center and serves as the 

nexus for innovation in radio spectrum research, education, and national-level partnerships.

Center Mission Statement

In order to raise public awareness and maximize the societal benefits of the radio spectrum, 
SpectrumX:

● serves as an inclusive, interdisciplinary, and innovative community for all radio spectrum 
stakeholders across industry, government agencies, and academia; and

● leads convergence research, education and workforce development, collaboration, and policy 
outreach for dynamic and agile spectrum utilization and ensuring innovation and security for all 
users.

● SpectrumX consists of 30 academic and industry member institutions located around the 
non-contiguous USA.
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The Radio Spectrum
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The Radio Spectrum
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Uses of the Radio Spectrum
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Radio Spectrum Allocation 
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SpectrumX REU Program
● Hands-on, meaningful research participation by undergraduate students in areas of ongoing radio 

spectrum research funded by the NSF. 

● Preferred research areas include:

○ Spectrum Use Cases and Coexistence
○ Radio and Network Technologies
○ Data, AI, and and Machine Learning
○ Spectrum Economics and Policy
○ Science Communication and Education

● REUs are typically 10 weeks in duration and take place over the summer.

● The format of your REU can be but can be in-person, hybrid, or virtual, but must be agreed upon by 
your mentor and yourself.

2026 REU Date Window

26 May - 7 August 2026 (excluding travel days)
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REU Host Sites
● MIT Haystack Radio Astronomy Observatory, Groton, MA
● National Radio Astronomy Observatory, Green Bank Observatory, Green Bank, WV
● National Radio Astronomy Observatory, Very Large Array, Socorro, NM
● University of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN
● University of Puerto Rico Mayagüez, Mayagüez, PR
● University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA
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Timeline
Student Applications Open 
Information Session for Students 
Student Applications Close 
Application Review 
Student Interviews 
Offer Letters to Students 
Student Acceptance Window 
Student Pre-Experience Survey
REU Calendar Finalized 
Host Site Virtual Orientation 
First Student Allowance & Stipend 
REU Window
Research Symposium
Student Post-Experience Evaluation 
Student Reimbursements Due

26 November 2025 
5 December 2025 
1 February 2026 
2-15 February 2026 
16-20 February 2026 
23 February 2026 
23 February - 1 March 2026 
3 April 2026 
1 May 2026 
1-15 May 2026 
18 May 2026 
26 May - 7 August 2026 
7 August 2026 
17 August 2026 
31 August 2026
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Eligibility
● Applicants must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents of the United States.

 
● Students who are transferring from one college or university to another and are enrolled at neither 

institution during the intervening summer may participate. 

● High school graduates who have been accepted at an undergraduate institution but who have not 
yet started their undergraduate studies are also eligible to participate. 

● Students who have received their bachelor’s degrees and are no longer enrolled as 
undergraduates are generally not eligible to participate.

● NSF SpectrumX REU+ alumni are eligible to apply.

● Applicants must be registered in degree programs directly related to spectrum research, 
education, or management. Examples of applicable programs include, but are not limited to, 
communications, computer engineering/science, data science, economics, education, 
electrical/electronic engineering, physics, policy, and pre-law.
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Application Process
● STEP 1: Complete and submit this application form by 11:59 PM PST on February 2, 2026 to be 

considered for the 2026 SpectrumX REU+ Program. 

● STEP 2: Request two references to submit a letter of recommendation to reu@spectrumx.org with 
Letter of Recommendation: [Your Full Name] in the Subject Line. The deadline is 11:59 PM PST on 
February 2, 2026. Note that only PDF files are accepted.

● STEP 3: Submit your academic transcript to reu@spectrumx.org with Transcript: [Your Full Name] 
in the Subject Line. The deadline is 11:59 PM PST on February 2, 2026. Note that only PDF files are 
accepted. Unofficial transcripts are acceptable.

● STEP 4: You will be notified of the outcome of your application by February 27, 2026.

Please note that this application requires a personal easy and two letters of recommendation and 
you are advised to leave enough time to prepare and request these.
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Budget
● The budget per student is as follows:

○ Return Travel: Max. $700 once-off
○ Housing Allowance: Max. $225 per week
○ Meals Allowance: Max. $130 per week
○ Stipend: Max. $700 per week 

● SpectrumX will pay travel providers directly or reimburse students directly for mileage traveled to/from their Host Site.

● Funding for student housing, meals, and stipends will be transferred from SpectrumX to the Host Site as a subaward.

● Host Sites will be required to pay housing providers directly, while meal allowances and stipends must be paid directly 
into students’ bank accounts. 

● Host Sites will be required to pay an advance equivalent to min. one week’s meal allowance and one week’s stipend a 
minimum of one week before the start of the REU. 

● Students can apply directly to the SpectrumX Deputy Director: EWD if in need of additional financial support or 
professional development support.
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Host Site Applications

Applications are open!

Any queries related to the Call for Applications must be directed to reu[@]spectrumx.org.

Feel free to contact me at 

afourie[at]nrao.edu 

if you have any other queries related to the REU Program.



NSF Spectrum 
Week

2026 REU Program Information Session
Anja Fourie

Deputy Director: Education & Workforce Development

Virtual
December 5, 2025


